


ing and sketching, making notes, and listening to the
local people of the place. Just as in the United States,
cultural differences, shifts in attitude, in dialect, in food,
in art, from region to region and from town to town re-
flect the character and history of a place and its people.
The personality of a culture is like a historical collage of
migration, trade, religion, friendships, and rivalries.

It is my nature to collect things and experiences that
tell stories from other cultures. My home is filled with
the relics of my explorations: Native American pottery
shards found between the tumbleweed after climbing to
the top of Black Mesa outside of Santa Fe, remains of an
ancient Greek amphora from the hills of Cnidus on the
Turkish coast, cone shells from Sri Lanka, Naga beads
from northern India, prehistoric sharks’ teeth found in
the muddy creek beds of Charleston, South Carolina;
embroidered Tibetan shoes from Ladakh, ceramic ani-
mals made by Egyptian schoolchildren, gilded eigh-
teenth-century angel wings found in the back of a
woodworker’s shop in Florence, an antique piece of For-
tuny fabric from Venice, a wooden horse head from a
doorway in Jaisalmer in India on the border of Pakistan,
and of course, my ancient coins, some offered up from

the sands near Hasankeyf between the Tigris and Eu-
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phrates rivers in eastern Turkey and others from dealers
in Turkey and Italy. These are personal treasures that

keep my adventures alive in my imagination. They ani-

mate my everyday life, inspiring plans for the next quest.

I can always find a reason to travel. It refreshes the
mind and satisfies my innate passion for the visual
world. All said, travel has become an indispensable part
of my design process. My inspiration can come from the

pattern along a window cornice or from the misty green

of a Tuscan hillside. It’s important not only to study a
culture’s arts but also to spend time in its markets, cafés,
and countryside. My travel tools consist of a good map,
sketchbooks for capturing small details, and travel writ-
ings, novels and histories from the land where I find my-
self. For example, when in Greece and Turkey, I read
Herodotus and the Greek myths; when in India, I take
along The Adventures of Ibn Battuta and a collection of

Hindu mythology; in Sri Lanka, I pick up Buddhist
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